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A NOTE FROM HEATHER 002

Make the mountains
part of your life.

Colorado offers more than an occasional

vacation. It offers a way to shape

everyday life around the places you

love—and to keep discovering them in a

different season.

For more than 20 years, Heather has made these mountain

getaways part of her own Colorado life. Her home base in

northern Colorado Springs connects the comforts of a settled

community with a remarkable range of destinations across

the state.

A guide with a home base

These pages begin where your daily life begins: the northern corridor. From there, choose the town, season

and length of stay that suit you. A familiar weekend retreat and a first visit to a distant mountain town can

both belong in the same Colorado life.

Experience, with the right introductions

Heather knows these destinations well. When a getaway begins to suggest a second home, she coordinates

with local specialists she vets and partners with—connecting your lifestyle priorities to expertise in that

particular market.

Heather Lay
REALTOR®  |  HEATHER COLLECTION
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THE COLORADO ADVANTAGE 003

A home you love.
A state to explore.

The everyday setting

Northern Colorado Springs offers a choice of luxury communities, from established neighborhood life to

wooded settings and larger homesites. Trails, open sky and the Front Range are part of the everyday

context. The right community depends on the routines, space and surroundings you want at home.

The freedom to leave—and return

A mountain getaway does not need to carry the full weight of daily living. Keep the home base that works for

your household and choose the retreat that fits the season: a single focused day, several unhurried nights or

a full week to settle in.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I chose northern Colorado Springs for the life we can enjoy every day. Having
favorite mountain towns to return to adds another dimension to being at home in
Colorado.”
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INSIDE THE GUIDE 004
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INSIDE THE GUIDE 005
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THE NORTHERN CORRIDOR 006

Find your everyday
version of Colorado.

The Farm
A neighborhood base in northern Colorado Springs, and Heather’s own home community.

Flying Horse
A recognizable luxury-community setting with club and golf options to explore.

Flying Horse North
A distinct northern setting; compare the neighborhood, homesite and membership arrangements.

King’s Deer
Open surroundings and larger-lot character in the Monument-area landscape.

Sanctuary Pointe
A foothill-oriented setting with neighborhood and trail connections to investigate.

Community amenities, memberships and access vary by address. Heather helps match the setting to the way you want to live.
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THE NORTHERN CORRIDOR 007

Find your everyday
version of Colorado.

Cathedral Pines
A wooded Black Forest setting with larger homesites and a strong sense of retreat.

Forest Lakes
A west-of-I-25 setting near Monument, with lakes and foothill scenery.

High Forest Ranch
A wooded, gated community with a more private residential feel.

Bent Tree
Established homes among the trees in the northern corridor.

Black Forest Reserve
A gated forest setting for buyers drawn to space and privacy.

Community amenities, memberships and access vary by address. Heather helps match the setting to the way you want to live.
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TWO SEASONS 008

Two distinct invitations.

Winter | The mountain and the evening

Skiing may set the agenda, but the right winter getaway also works after the lifts close. Think village dinners,

a warm place to gather, Nordic trails, hot springs and a slower morning. Choose lodging around both the ski

routine and the people who will not be skiing.

Summer | Longer days, a wider landscape

Summer deserves its own trip. Water, trails, golf, gardens, music and outdoor dining change the character of

the same town. A week can feel entirely different from a winter stay. Early summer, peak summer and

autumn have different access and operating patterns; match the itinerary to the actual dates.
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THE ROUTE ATLAS 009

One home base.
Many directions.
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NORTHGATE

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

01  Breckenridge

02  Keystone

03  Copper Mountain & the Summit towns

04  Vail

05  Avon & Beaver Creek

06  Winter Park & Fraser

07  Granby & Grand Lake

08  Aspen & Snowmass

09  Steamboat Springs

10  Crested Butte & Gunnison

11  Salida & Monarch

12  Leadville & Ski Cooper

13  Telluride & Mountain Village

14  Durango & Purgatory

15  Pagosa Springs & Wolf Creek
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THE NORTHERN GATEWAY 010

I-25 connects you
to the I-70 corridor.

Keystone
VailAvon

Winter Park

Grand Lake

Steamboat Springs

Aspen

NORTHGATE

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

The northern approach serves Summit County, the Vail Valley and the turnoffs for Grand County and

Steamboat. Aspen’s winter route continues through Glenwood Springs. C-470 connects I-25 to I-70; it is not

an uninterrupted HOV route to the mountains.

Orientation maps show selected road routes from the Northgate / I-25 reference point. They are not live navigation or a promise of

travel time.
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THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN GATEWAYS 011

Some escapes begin
by heading west—or south.

Breckenridge

Salida

Leadville

Crested Butte

Telluride

Durango Pagosa Springs

NORTHGATE

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 opens the western approach toward South Park and the Arkansas Valley. Breckenridge can be

reached over Hoosier Pass; Crested Butte and Telluride require longer journeys beyond the valley. Pagosa

Springs and Durango can be approached via I-25 south and US 160. Compare conditions before selecting a

route.

Orientation maps show selected road routes from the Northgate / I-25 reference point. They are not live navigation or a promise of

travel time.
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THEN AND NOW 012

A better northern
connection.

The early-2000s journey

Heather’s first Colorado mountain trips predate the rebuilt I-25 South Gap. The 18-mile corridor between

Monument and Castle Rock has since gained capacity and an Express Lane in each direction. That is a

meaningful improvement to the northern departure from the Colorado Springs area.

What the Express Lane changes

The South Gap project was completed in 2022; tolling began in January 2024. The lane offers a managed

option through this segment of I-25. Eligible vehicles with three or more people can travel toll-free with an

ExpressToll account and a switchable transponder set to HOV. Other eligible users pay the applicable toll.

Each road has its own rules

C-470 Express Lanes do not offer the same free HOV 3+ option. The I-70 mountain Express Lanes are

separate facilities with their own operating rules and no free HOV benefit. The system does not provide a

continuous express lane from Monument to a ski resort.

The benefit in everyday terms

A northern-corridor address can make access to I-25 straightforward, depending on the community and

exact home. The improved corridor adds a useful choice. Weather, I-70 congestion, pass conditions and the

final resort approach still shape the trip.
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TRAVEL EXPECTATIONS 013

Plan the journey
as part of the getaway.
SELECTED ROUTE FROM NORTHGATE APPROX. MILES BASELINE DRIVE

Breckenridge 120 3 hours

Keystone 130 3 hours

Frisco / Summit towns 125 3 hours

Vail 150 3 hours

Avon 160 3.5 hours

Winter Park 120 3 hours

Grand Lake 155 4 hours

Aspen & Snowmass 255 5.5 hours

Steamboat Springs 210 4.5 hours

Crested Butte & Gunnison 220 5 hours

Salida & Monarch 130 3 hours

Leadville & Ski Cooper 140 3 hours

Telluride & Mountain Village 320 7.5 hours

Durango 330 7 hours

Pagosa Springs & Wolf Creek 270 5.5 hours

Illustrative routing baselines, rounded to the nearest half hour; not typical winter travel times. These are selected routes, with

waypoints, and exclude stops, traffic and weather. Allow substantial additional time during busy periods. Resort bases beyond

the named towns require more travel.

Aspen’s seasonal Independence Pass option is a separate summer route. Verify that the pass is open. Trail Ridge Road is also

seasonal and is not the winter access route to Grand Lake.
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CHOOSE YOUR STAY 014

The right amount
of time away.

A day | One satisfying purpose

Choose a mountain, a town or one summer outing. The best day trip has a clear arrival point and enough

margin for the return. Nearer does not always mean easier: traffic and conditions can matter more than

mileage.

A weekend | Add the evening

Two to four nights change the experience. There is room to settle in, enjoy dinner and return to a favorite

place the next morning. Vail and Avon / Beaver Creek particularly reward this more unhurried approach.

A week | Let the place become familiar

Longer journeys deserve longer stays. Aspen, Steamboat, Crested Butte and the southwestern destinations

offer enough variety to support several kinds of days. Preserve downtime rather than building an itinerary

that requires a daily departure.

A second home | Repeat the life you enjoy

Use each stay to learn what you actually value: a village walk, ski access, privacy, services or a summer

routine. If rental income belongs in the picture, include it early in the property and calendar conversation with

Heather’s vetted local team.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“After more than 20 years of these trips, I think the right amount of time matters.
Give yourself enough room to enjoy the place you came to see.”
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01 / SUMMIT COUNTY

Breckenridge
A real mountain town, with a mountain attached.

EXPLORE HEATHER COLLECTION
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BRECKENRIDGE | WINTER 016

The mountain and Main Street

Breckenridge

Build the ski day around your group

Breckenridge's terrain spans several peaks, so meeting places matter. Arrange lessons, equipment and a realistic

lunch plan before everyone disperses. A first visit is more enjoyable when the group learns one part of the

mountain well rather than trying to cover everything. Allow time to get from lodging or parking to the correct base.

Give non-skiers a full day

Main Street, the arts district, cafés and shops make it possible for different interests to share one trip. A couple

can separate for the morning and meet for a late lunch without treating the non-skier's day as an afterthought.

Winter walks and scheduled Nordic or snowshoe experiences add another way to enjoy the setting.

Stay for the evening

A day trip gives you the mountain; an overnight gives you the town after the day visitors leave. Choose a dinner

within an easy walk or a straightforward shuttle ride. The pleasure is being able to settle in rather than watching

the clock for the drive home.
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BRECKENRIDGE | SUMMER 017

A different reason to return

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

Start with a walkable morning

Coffee, the Blue River and a stroll through town are enough to begin a summer day well. Add a trail suited to the

group's interests and conditioning. High-elevation routes can retain snow after town feels like summer, so choose

from current trail information rather than a photograph taken in another month.

Make room for more than hiking

The arts district, historic streets and outdoor dining give Breckenridge a satisfying town-based day. Families can

investigate the resort's scheduled summer activities, while riders can choose a paved outing or a more technical

route. Equipment, lift access and opening days should match the actual plan.

Use the wider county

A longer stay can include the lake setting around Dillon Reservoir or an afternoon in Frisco. These are useful

changes of pace, not obligations to fill every hour. Breckenridge works particularly well when one or two signature

outings leave room for unhurried afternoons.
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BRECKENRIDGE | YOUR TIME AWAY 018

A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A credible full-day option for a household comfortable with an early start and a substantial return drive. Pick

one anchor: skiing, a town visit or a summer walk. Combining all three can turn an attractive escape into a

tightly managed schedule. Overnight when the weather or the evening plans call for more margin.

A weekend getaway

Two or three nights let you arrive without rushing, spend one full day on the mountain and leave another

morning for town. In summer, pair a trail day with a lake or arts afternoon. Stay close to the part of

Breckenridge you actually expect to use most.

A week-long retreat

A week supports lessons, several ski days or a varied summer routine without repeating the same pace

every morning. Alternate demanding outings with town time. A kitchen, laundry and comfortable gathering

space become more valuable as the stay lengthens, especially when guests arrive with different interests.

WINTER | Arrive and settle in; ski the next morning; enjoy town that evening; leave after a relaxed breakfast.

SUMMER | Walk town; choose a trail morning; spend a separate afternoon around Frisco or Dillon Reservoir.

HEATHER COLLECTION / MOUNTAIN LIVING heathercollection.com  |  720.688.8688



BRECKENRIDGE | GETTING THERE 019

The journey
and the arrival.

Breckenridge

NORTHGATE

Woodland Park

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 west through Woodland Park and South Park; CO 9 north through Fairplay and Alma, over

Hoosier Pass to Breckenridge.

Compare this western approach with I-25, C-470 and I-70 before departure. Hoosier Pass is an important weather

consideration; an interstate alternative still has its own congestion and mountain conditions.

ON ARRIVAL

Downtown, the gondola connection and the mountain base areas are different arrival points. Confirm the exact

parking, lesson check-in or lodging entrance. A map pin labeled Breckenridge is not a complete arrival plan.
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BRECKENRIDGE | A PLACE OF YOUR OWN 020

Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Town and Main Street

Prioritize evening walkability, dining and a town-centered summer stay. Assess noise, parking and the actual walk

back to the property.

Mountain base areas

Prioritize the ski-day routine. Compare the specific lift relationship, summer activity nearby and how easily

non-skiers reach town.

Quieter residential settings

Prioritize space, views and privacy. Test the daily drive or shuttle trip and the winter driveway rather than

assuming proximity means convenience.

The ownership perspective

The strongest second-home question here is whether you are buying primarily for the mountain, the town, or both.

Visit in each season and rehearse the ordinary routines: carrying equipment, collecting groceries and returning

after dinner. If rental use matters, have the local specialist verify the exact property's jurisdiction, licensing position

and association rules before treating income as part of the plan.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I see Breckenridge as a place you can return to for different reasons. The
mountain may bring you here first; the town gives you a reason to stay longer.”
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02 / SUMMIT COUNTY

Keystone
An organized resort escape with several ways to

settle in.
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KEYSTONE | WINTER 022

Choose your base first

Keystone

Make the morning easy

River Run and Mountain House are separate base areas. Choose lodging and parking with the correct lesson or

rental location in mind. The best first morning has a clear sequence: breakfast, equipment, meeting point and lift

access. That organization matters more than a broad promise that a property is close to skiing.

Understand the mountain day

Keystone combines several mountain areas, offering room for an expanding ski itinerary. Let ability, conditions

and the group's energy set the pace. Night skiing can be an additional experience on scheduled dates; it should be

checked for the visit rather than assumed to operate every evening.

Add Arapahoe Basin thoughtfully

Arapahoe Basin offers a different mountain atmosphere nearby on US 6. Treat it as its own ski-day plan, with

separate access, parking and pass checks. It works as an addition for interested skiers, while others enjoy a

Keystone day. Do not assume a lift product covers both resorts.
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KEYSTONE | SUMMER 023

Golf, water and open-air days

Dillon Reservoir • a Summit County excursion

A lakeside rhythm

Lakeside Village gives a summer stay a different focus from the winter base-area rush. Investigate the season's

boat rentals and activities, then leave time to walk, sit outside or enjoy a leisurely meal. The setting is especially

useful when the group wants an easy afternoon between more ambitious outings.

Choose your kind of movement

Keystone's summer offering includes hiking, biking and golf. A scenic lift outing is a different commitment from a

downhill bike-park day, so match the activity to the people going. Golfers may want their tee-time plan to shape

the accommodation choice and the rest of the day's schedule.

Let Summit County broaden the stay

Dillon Reservoir, Frisco and the surrounding towns provide useful excursions. A reservoir afternoon is a regional

experience rather than an amenity at every Keystone property. Build in the local travel and parking time, and

preserve some days when the car stays parked.
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KEYSTONE | YOUR TIME AWAY 024

A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A ski-focused day can work with an early departure and a precise base-area plan. In summer, choose one

outing and a relaxed meal rather than moving between too many activities. For a first family visit, an

overnight often makes equipment, lessons and arrival logistics feel considerably easier.

A weekend getaway

Two or three nights suit a resort routine: arrive, get organized, enjoy a full activity day and leave space for an

easy final morning. Choose River Run for village access or investigate a lakeside setting for a different pace.

Confirm the actual shuttle and walking arrangements.

A week-long retreat

Use Keystone as a settled Summit County base. Combine resort days with a reservoir visit, a Breckenridge

afternoon or a separate Arapahoe Basin ski day when appropriate. Longer stays reward a property with

practical storage, laundry, a functional kitchen and room for everyone to spend time comfortably indoors.

WINTER | Settle in; ski Keystone; take a recovery afternoon; add Arapahoe Basin only if it fits the group.

SUMMER | Pair golf or a lift outing with lakeside time; reserve another day for Dillon Reservoir.
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KEYSTONE | GETTING THERE 025

The journey
and the arrival.

Keystone

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north, C-470 west and I-70 west through the tunnel corridor; exit at Silverthorne and follow

US 6 toward Keystone.

The mapped approach uses the tunnel and Silverthorne. Loveland Pass is an alternative route with distinct

weather and driving considerations; do not treat it as an automatic shortcut when the highway is busy.

ON ARRIVAL

Choose the exact River Run, Mountain House or Lakeside destination before setting navigation. Parking,

equipment collection and lessons can be in different places. Arapahoe Basin is farther along US 6 and needs its

own arrival plan.
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KEYSTONE | A PLACE OF YOUR OWN 026

Stay well.
Imagine returning.

River Run

A village and lift-oriented routine. Assess the precise walk, ski storage, activity noise and summer use.

Mountain House

A different ski-base relationship. Check the lift and lesson services relevant to the household.

Lakeside and surrounding neighborhoods

A lake, golf or quieter residential emphasis. Confirm the connection to the ski base and the services that operate in

each season.

The ownership perspective

Keystone ownership should begin with the way you expect to use the property. A resort condo, a quieter residence

and a home oriented toward golf can answer very different priorities. Have Heather's local partner explain

municipal boundaries, association obligations, management options and the current rental framework for the

specific address. A familiar resort name does not make every property operate alike.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“For me, an easy getaway starts with choosing the right base. When the morning
works smoothly for everyone, there is more room to enjoy being together.”
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03 / SUMMIT COUNTY

Copper Mountain
& the Summit towns
Choose the slopes, a Main Street, or a

lake-centered base.
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COPPER MOUNTAIN & THE SUMMIT TOWNS | WINTER 028

Mountain convenience or town variety

Copper Mountain & the Summit towns

Copper as the ski base

Copper's villages place lodging and services close to the mountain, with different base-area relationships. Confirm

the correct arrival point for your group's lessons and terrain preferences. A slopeside stay can reduce daily driving,

but the distance from an individual building to the lift still deserves a close look.

Frisco as a gathering place

Frisco offers a Main Street evening and a separate drive or transit plan to the ski area. Its Adventure Park and

Nordic offerings create additional winter options. This arrangement can work well for a group that values dinner

together and expects to divide into different activities during the day.

Dillon and Silverthorne as alternatives

These towns broaden lodging, dining and everyday-service choices. They are useful bases for a wider Summit

County visit, rather than substitutes for sleeping at the lift. Compare the actual morning route, parking and transit

schedule before deciding that a lower nightly rate produces the better overall trip.
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COPPER MOUNTAIN & THE SUMMIT TOWNS | SUMMER 029

When the reservoir becomes the anchor

Copper Mountain & the Summit towns

A day by the water

Dillon Reservoir changes the character of a summer visit. Frisco Bay Marina provides a starting point for

water-based activities and a waterfront afternoon. Check the availability and requirements for the specific rental or

outing; a pleasant shoreline walk can be just as satisfying as a more involved day on the water.

Move between towns at a human pace

Frisco's Main Street and the regional recreation-path network invite an easier kind of exploration. Choose a

manageable walk or ride, then stop for lunch. Dillon and Silverthorne add their own cultural and community

calendars. A longer stay benefits from experiencing each town rather than simply passing through it.

Copper beyond ski season

Summer at Copper can include golf, biking, mountain activities and events. Use the resort's current operating

calendar to decide which day belongs there. A lake afternoon and a resort day offer different experiences, making

this cluster useful for households that want variety without changing accommodation.
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COPPER MOUNTAIN & THE SUMMIT TOWNS | YOUR TIME AWAY 030

A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

Choose a single destination within the cluster: a Copper ski day, a Frisco visit or a reservoir outing. Moving

among several towns is possible, but local driving and parking consume time. A focused plan usually leaves

more room to enjoy the mountain setting before returning home.

A weekend getaway

Stay at Copper for a mountain-centered weekend, or in a nearby town when dining, strolling and regional

variety matter more. Two full days allow one signature activity and one lighter outing. Select the lodging base

around your evening preference as well as your daytime plan.

A week-long retreat

A week makes the regional choice especially useful. Stay in one place and explore different towns, ski areas

or summer landscapes. Mix active mornings with a reservoir afternoon and a day without reservations. The

household can discover which micro-location feels most natural before considering a recurring rental or

ownership.

WINTER | Copper ski day; Frisco evening; a separate Nordic or tubing outing when operating.

SUMMER | Reservoir morning; Main Street lunch; a different day for Copper golf or mountain activities.
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COPPER MOUNTAIN & THE SUMMIT TOWNS | GETTING THERE 031

The journey
and the arrival.

Frisco

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north to C-470, then I-70 west. The map ends at Frisco; Copper lies farther west on I-70,

while Dillon and Silverthorne sit near the US 6 and CO 9 junctions.

US 24 and CO 9 through Breckenridge provide a western alternative to compare for Frisco. Route choice changes

with the starting neighborhood, conditions and destination within Summit County.

ON ARRIVAL

Name the precise town or Copper village in the lodging search. Regional transit can help with some trips, but

verify stops and seasonal service. A view across the reservoir does not necessarily mean convenient shoreline or

marina access.
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COPPER MOUNTAIN & THE SUMMIT TOWNS | A PLACE OF YOUR OWN 032

Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Copper Mountain

Favor the ski-day and resort routine. Check the building, village and lift relationship.

Frisco

Favor Main Street, regional flexibility and a town-centered evening. Assess walking distance and parking.

Dillon and Silverthorne

Compare reservoir views, town services and surrounding residential settings. Evaluate actual access rather than

the broad mailing address.

The ownership perspective

This is an excellent region in which to rent in more than one location before choosing a second home. The

experience of waking at Copper differs from waking near Frisco's Main Street or overlooking the reservoir. Heather

can help clarify the intended lifestyle, then coordinate with a vetted specialist who understands the exact town,

association and ownership structure. Rental permissions must be checked by jurisdiction and property.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would start with the day you want to have. Slopeside convenience, a Main Street
evening and a lake afternoon each point you toward a different home base.”
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04 / VAIL VALLEY

Vail
Village life gives the mountain experience

another dimension.
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VAIL | WINTER 034

Stay for the whole experience

Vail

Let the mountain unfold

Vail offers a large ski experience, and it is worth approaching it over several days. Establish a meeting plan, select

terrain that suits the group and leave room for changing conditions. A visitor does not need to cover the entire

mountain to have an excellent day. Lessons or a qualified guide can help orient an unfamiliar group.

Choose Vail Village or Lionshead deliberately

Both provide access to mountain life, but the exact lodging address affects the morning and evening routine.

Consider the lift connection, equipment storage, restaurant preferences and walk in ski boots. A property

described as being in Vail may instead rely on a bus or a drive from another part of town.

The village is an activity

For non-skiers, a village walk, a long lunch, a gallery visit or a spa reservation can form a full day. The shared

reward is an easy reunion afterward. This is a particularly good setting for couples or groups whose enthusiasm

for skiing differs but whose appreciation of a mountain evening is shared.
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VAIL | SUMMER 035

The village opens to the outdoors

Vail

Trade ski boots for walking shoes

Gore Creek, village paths and scenic lift access create several levels of summer activity. Begin with an easy walk

and choose a mountain outing on a separate morning. High-country hiking deserves a weather-aware start and a

route matched to the group rather than the most dramatic photograph.

Build a cultural afternoon

Vail's gardens, arts and performance offerings can shape an entire getaway. Review the current event calendar

before booking around a specific concert or festival. A summer visit can be organized around a performance and a

good dinner just as naturally as around a demanding hike.

Keep the sense of holiday

A scenic lift ride, time on a terrace and a leisurely village dinner can be enough. Golf, cycling and guided outdoor

activities broaden a longer stay. The best summer plan allows the setting to do some of the work, instead of

replacing every winter ski hour with another scheduled activity.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A long, deliberate day is possible, but an overnight usually improves the balance between driving and

enjoyment. For a single-day visit, choose the ski mountain or a village outing as the main purpose. Do not

plan a late dinner and a tired return drive simply to fit everything in.

A weekend getaway

Three nights are especially attractive: arrive and settle in, enjoy two distinct days, then return without

compressing the best parts into one afternoon. In winter, make room for skiing and village time. In summer,

combine a mountain morning, a cultural outing and time with no reservation.

A week-long retreat

A week supports a more complete Vail Valley experience while keeping Vail as the home base. Alternate

mountain days with quieter mornings, explore neighboring Avon or Beaver Creek, and make dining or a

performance part of the rhythm. Choose accommodation that works for daily living as well as arrival-night

atmosphere.

WINTER | Arrive for a village evening; ski; recover or explore; ski again before the return day.

SUMMER | Creekside morning; scenic lift or trail; gardens or performance; a leisurely dinner.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Vail

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north, C-470 west and I-70 west through the tunnel corridor and over Vail Pass to the Vail

exits.

The South Gap Express Lanes help with one part of the northern approach. Tunnel traffic, Vail Pass weather and

the return flow on I-70 still shape the full journey. Compare departure windows before committing to a short visit.

ON ARRIVAL

Vail Village, Lionshead, East Vail and West Vail have different relationships to lifts and evening activity. Review

parking or bus service and the actual walk to your building. An address in the wider Vail area is not the same as a

pedestrian-village stay.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Vail Village

Prioritize village atmosphere, dining and the specific mountain connection. Consider service arrangements and

activity nearby.

Lionshead

Compare the lift-oriented routine, lodging layouts and evening choices with Vail Village.

East and West Vail

Consider a more residential setting or different space options. Rehearse the bus, drive and grocery routine in both

seasons.

The ownership perspective

Vail second-home decisions often come down to micro-location and the level of service the owner wants. A

managed residence and a more independent home can have very different costs and responsibilities. Heather's

vetted local partner can explain the building, association, parking, storage and rental arrangements. The right

purchase should support the way you actually return to Vail, including the quieter days between major outings.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I think Vail deserves time after the mountain day ends. A village walk, dinner and
an unhurried morning are part of what makes the stay feel complete.”
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Avon &
Beaver Creek
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AVON & BEAVER CREEK | WINTER 040

A more considered ski retreat

Avon & Beaver Creek

Begin with the right setting

Beaver Creek Village places the resort experience at the center of the stay. Bachelor Gulch and Arrowhead offer

different physical settings and access points within the broader mountain experience. Avon provides another base

below. Compare the actual trip from your lodging to the day's lift, lesson or meeting point before choosing.

Make the whole household comfortable

A good winter retreat can include skiing, a village lunch, a spa appointment and time together by the end of the

day. The right accommodation lets some people start early while others move more slowly. Look closely at

pedestrian access and transport so that different schedules do not require one person to become the driver.

Allow the evening to matter

The advantage of staying several nights is the freedom to enjoy dinner and return without a long journey. Decide

whether you want the mountain-village atmosphere, a hotel-centered stay or a town base with wider valley access.

These are lifestyle choices as much as accommodation categories.
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The valley at a gentler pace

Beaver Creek Chapel in the green season

Avon and Nottingham Park

Nottingham Lake and its surrounding park give Avon a recognizable summer center. A walk, time by the water or a

scheduled outdoor event can anchor a relaxed day. Check the operating arrangements for water activities and the

current calendar, then leave room simply to enjoy the setting.

The mountain villages in summer

Beaver Creek's village, trails and seasonal lift offerings support a different kind of visit after the snow melts.

Bachelor Gulch and Arrowhead add alternative settings within the resort landscape. A scenic outing and a

leisurely meal can make a complete day; the itinerary need not be athletic to feel distinctly Colorado.

A base for the wider valley

A longer stay can include Vail, a golf day, a guided river outing or a quiet morning close to the lodging. Separate

the activities you want to reserve from those you can choose after arrival. That flexibility is part of the pleasure of

returning to a familiar region.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

Possible as a long outing, but this is a destination where staying overnight usually unlocks more of the

appeal. A day trip should have one clear purpose and a sensible return plan. The combination of a village

evening and an unrushed morning is a strong reason to extend the visit.

A weekend getaway

Three or four days suit the retreat rhythm Heather has enjoyed here. Arrive, settle into a comfortable base

and allow two different kinds of days: one active and one more leisurely. Choose the setting around the

experience you want, rather than treating Avon and every Beaver Creek village as interchangeable.

A week-long retreat

A week allows the valley to become familiar. Repeat a favorite walk, spend a day in Vail, plan several ski or

golf outings and preserve a day without obligations. If ownership is on the horizon, use part of the stay to

compare locations and ordinary routines with a local specialist.

WINTER | Village or hotel arrival; a ski day; a slower morning; another mountain day before heading home.

SUMMER | Nottingham Park; a Beaver Creek outing; a Vail afternoon; a day to follow your own pace.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Avon

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north to C-470, then I-70 west through the tunnel corridor and over Vail Pass. Continue past

Vail to Avon; follow the correct local approach for your lodging.

Avon is the mapped arrival point. Beaver Creek Village, Bachelor Gulch and Arrowhead require additional local

travel. The most attractive route on a quiet day may feel different during a holiday changeover or winter storm.

ON ARRIVAL

Verify the precise gondola, shuttle or vehicle connection for the property and season. A hotel service, public transit

route and resort transport service can have different operating arrangements. Ask how the return works after

dinner, not only how to reach the mountain in the morning.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Avon

A town base with park, lake and wider-valley access. Compare walkability, river or park proximity and the actual

resort connection.

Beaver Creek Village

A resort-village experience. Evaluate the building, lift access, services and summer activity around the property.

Bachelor Gulch and Arrowhead

Distinct settings within the broader resort landscape. Compare transport, privacy, membership questions and

seasonal routines.

The ownership perspective

The Avon and Beaver Creek area offers a compelling combination: a personal luxury retreat and the potential for

meaningful vacation-rental income. Ski access, attractive village or river settings, well-appointed interiors and

professional hospitality services give buyers several ways to position a property for guests. Summer adds a

second audience drawn to golf, trails, events and time in the valley. The opportunity is property-specific, with

location and operating quality central to the result.

Heather's vetted local specialist can pair the property search with a rental manager's analysis: actual comparable

bookings, achieved nightly rates by season, owner-use dates, management charges and net proceeds. Compare a

personal-use-first calendar with a rental-led calendar. Avon, Beaver Creek, Bachelor Gulch and Arrowhead have distinct

property and jurisdictional arrangements; the right partner connects the income opportunity to the exact residence and

permitted use.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“Avon is a place I keep choosing for my own getaways. I also see the appeal of a
luxury retreat that welcomes rental guests when you are away—with the right
property and local team.”
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A valley built around snow

Winter Park & Fraser

The resort and Mary Jane

Winter Park Resort offers a broad mountain experience, with Mary Jane an important part of its identity. Some

visitors arrive eager for demanding terrain; others come for lessons and a more gradual introduction. Match the

day's plan to ability, and choose the base-area meeting point before the group separates.

Find another way into winter

The Fraser Valley offers Nordic skiing, snowshoeing and other snow-season activities alongside downhill skiing.

These experiences can be the purpose of the trip rather than a substitute for a ski day. A quieter outing followed

by a warm lunch gives non-skiers a satisfying mountain rhythm of their own.

Decide where the evening happens

Resort-base lodging simplifies certain mountain routines. Downtown Winter Park and Fraser offer a different

relationship to restaurants, shops and valley life. A short drive on a map can still affect a group with several

schedules, so choose the evening setting as deliberately as the daytime activity.
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Trails, bikes and river-valley days

Summer biking at Winter Park

A destination for riders

Winter Park's summer identity includes mountain biking, with Trestle Bike Park a distinct lift-served experience at

the resort. It is one option within a much wider riding landscape. Families and casual riders can seek gentler

routes, while experienced riders build a day around terrain appropriate to their skills.

Follow the Fraser River

The river corridor and valley paths offer an accessible way to experience the setting at a slower pace. Combine a

walk with a café stop or an outdoor lunch. The area is useful for a mixed-interest group because one person's

substantial ride does not need to determine everyone else's day.

Broaden a longer stay

Fishing, horseback outings and scenic mountain time can join the itinerary. Grand County's lakes provide a

separate excursion when you have several days. Keep the distinction between a resort activity and a regional

outing clear so the week feels varied without becoming a sequence of long drives.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A possible but substantial day trip. Pick one purpose and account for Berthoud Pass, resort arrival and the

return journey. A single summer walk or focused ski day works better than an itinerary spread across the

valley. For a first visit, two nights give the destination more room.

A weekend getaway

Two or three nights allow a full resort or trail day and another day at a gentler pace. Decide whether you

want to wake near the lifts or closer to the town routine. A group with different activities may value easy

transit access more than an expansive view from a remote location.

A week-long retreat

A week can alternate skiing or biking with fishing, a valley walk and a lake excursion. Staying in one base

makes equipment and everyday life easier. If the area interests you as a second-home location, spend part

of the week experiencing the practical differences among the resort, Winter Park and Fraser.

WINTER | Arrive; ski or take a lesson; enjoy a valley snow outing; return after a rested morning.

SUMMER | Ride or hike; spend an afternoon along the Fraser River; add a Grand County lake day.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Winter Park

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north, C-470 west and I-70 west to US 40. Continue through the Empire approach and over

Berthoud Pass into Winter Park and Fraser.

Berthoud Pass is central to the journey. Weather, visibility and temporary closures can change the day, so leave

flexibility around arrival and departure. The map ends in downtown Winter Park, beyond the resort base.

ON ARRIVAL

The resort, downtown Winter Park and Fraser are distinct stops along the valley. The Lift transit system can

connect parts of the visit; match the property to a current stop and service pattern. A ski lesson may begin

somewhere different from the lodging check-in.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Resort base

A mountain-oriented stay. Compare the precise lift walk, storage and summer activity around the building.

Downtown Winter Park

A town and trail-corridor setting. Consider restaurants, transport access and evening walkability.

Fraser and the wider valley

A broader residential setting with different space and service choices. Evaluate the route to the activities you will

repeat.

The ownership perspective

Winter Park and Fraser appeal to buyers who expect to use the mountains actively across seasons. Skiing and

summer biking can both support guest interest, but a rental plan should be built from the property's actual location

and operating history. Heather's local partner can compare residences, explain the ownership structure and

introduce management resources while Heather keeps the larger Colorado home-base plan connected.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I like a getaway that gives everyone a way to enjoy the outdoors. Here, I would
think about the whole valley and how your group wants to spend its days.”
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GRANBY & GRAND LAKE | WINTER 052

Room for a different winter

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

Granby Ranch as a ski choice

Granby Ranch provides a distinct alternative within Grand County's ski landscape. It is useful to compare its

atmosphere and lodging relationship with the larger Winter Park experience. Build the ski day around the group's

needs, and use the resort's current information for lessons, terrain and operating dates.

Grand Lake in the snow

Grand Lake's winter appeal extends beyond downhill skiing. Snowshoeing, Nordic outings and locally organized

snow-season activities bring the landscape into focus. The town and surrounding area feel different from a

lift-base village, which can be precisely the attraction for a household seeking a quieter getaway.

Understand the winter geography

Rocky Mountain National Park's western side is accessible as its own destination, but Trail Ridge Road does not

provide a through route to Estes Park in winter. A stay in Grand Lake should be planned around the western

landscape and local services, not a summer driving loop that is unavailable.
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Let the lakes set the pace

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

Three lake settings to understand

Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain Lake and Lake Granby are related parts of the regional landscape, but each has

its own access points and character. Choose the specific marina, shoreline or activity that fits the day. Water views

from a rental do not automatically mean private access or an included boat slip.

A boardwalk and a park gateway

Grand Lake's town center makes a walk, a meal and time near the water an appealing combination. The western

side of Rocky Mountain National Park adds a separate outing into a larger landscape. Review current park access

and reservation arrangements when building that day into the trip.

A family week with variety

Fishing, paddling, hiking and a scenic drive can be distributed across a week without needing a strenuous outing

every day. Granby provides another town base and a connection to the wider county. This is a good region for

people who want the mountains to frame their time together rather than dictate one sport.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

This is a long drive for a brief visit from northern Colorado Springs. A day trip should be a deliberate choice

with a single destination. For most households, an overnight or longer stay creates a better balance,

especially when the lake or park experience is the main reason to go.

A weekend getaway

Three nights give the lakes and town some breathing room. In winter, choose a ski-focused Granby base or

a Grand Lake snow retreat. In summer, dedicate one day to the water and another to the park or a local

walk. Avoid trying to see the entire county in one weekend.

A week-long retreat

A week is a natural fit for a lake-centered retreat. Settle into a comfortable property, repeat easy local

routines and choose a few larger outings. Grand County can accommodate different interests without

changing lodging every night. It also gives a prospective owner time to compare summer pleasure with

practical access and services.

WINTER | Choose Granby Ranch or a Grand Lake snow retreat; add a separate Nordic outing.

SUMMER | Lake day; town day; park day; a free day to revisit whichever experience you enjoyed most.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Grand Lake

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 north, C-470 and I-70 west to US 40; cross Berthoud Pass through Winter Park and Fraser to

Granby. Follow US 34 north for Grand Lake.

The mapped endpoint is Grand Lake; Granby is earlier on the approach. Trail Ridge Road is a seasonal scenic

connection, not the standard year-round route from Colorado Springs. Park entry and through-road status are

separate questions.

ON ARRIVAL

A Granby Ranch address, a Granby town property and a Grand Lake cabin create different daily patterns. Locate

the ski base, marina or trail access you expect to use. The lakes are large enough that opposite shores can imply

a meaningful local drive.

HEATHER COLLECTION / MOUNTAIN LIVING heathercollection.com  |  720.688.8688



GRANBY & GRAND LAKE | A PLACE OF YOUR OWN 056

Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Granby and Granby Ranch

Compare town convenience with resort-oriented lodging and neighborhood amenities.

Grand Lake town

Look closely at the walk to the boardwalk and waterfront, parking and the character of the immediate street.

Lake and rural settings

Evaluate access rights, water views, property services and winter access. A scenic address may come with a

more independent ownership routine.

The ownership perspective

The ownership opportunity here is shaped by the experience you want to repeat: skiing, lake summers, park

access or a quieter cabin retreat. Summer guest appeal can be particularly relevant to a lake-oriented property,

while winter use may draw a different audience. Heather's specialist partner can connect the lifestyle choice with

the property's exact access, association, maintenance and permitted rental arrangements.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would give this area a summer visit before deciding what it means to you. Time
by the lake can create a very different picture from a winter weekend.”
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& Snowmass
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Four mountains, different days

Aspen & Snowmass

Learn the mountain choices

Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, Buttermilk and Snowmass are distinct mountains. They support different kinds

of ski days and are not one continuously connected trail network. A longer stay gives you room to select

thoughtfully rather than treating the four-mountain offering as a checklist.

Choose the right evening base

Aspen puts town life at the center of the experience, with the pleasure of walking to dinner or spending an

afternoon in galleries. Snowmass creates a more resort-centered routine. The right choice depends on whether

you want the town or the slope-side setting to be the constant across the trip.

Give the non-ski day equal status

A cultural visit, a long lunch or a quiet afternoon can be a deliberate part of the vacation. This is a destination

where the group need not share one sport to share a rewarding week. Plan transport between the selected

mountain and the lodging base so that different schedules remain comfortable.
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A season with its own identity

The Maroon Bells landscape near Aspen

Aspen beyond the ski image

Aspen's summer life brings together walking, dining, arts and a lively cultural calendar. A morning outdoors can

lead naturally into an afternoon in town. Book around the event you genuinely want to experience, then preserve

time to enjoy the streets and setting without a tightly scheduled agenda.

Snowmass on the mountain

Snowmass offers summer lift access, biking and adventure activities, with the resort landscape taking on a

different character after winter. Choose the level of activity that suits the group. A scenic outing and lunch can be

as worthwhile as a full bike-park day.

Explore the valley selectively

The Maroon Bells area is an iconic outing, with access arrangements that require advance attention. Basalt,

Carbondale and Glenwood Springs can broaden a longer visit, each with its own town character. Select one or two

regional excursions rather than spending the week repeatedly driving the length of the valley.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

Aspen and Snowmass are better treated as overnight destinations from Colorado Springs. A same-day

round trip leaves little room for the experience and is particularly demanding on the winter approach. Give

this region the time that made you interested in it in the first place.

A weekend getaway

A long weekend of three or four nights can work well when travel days are protected. Choose Aspen or

Snowmass as the base, enjoy two full days and keep one major activity per day. In summer, the seasonal

Independence Pass approach can make the journey part of the experience when open.

A week-long retreat

A week is the natural canvas: several mountain days, time in town, a cultural evening and a valley excursion.

Stay in one base unless changing locations is part of the pleasure. A prospective second-home buyer can

use the quieter days to compare micro-locations and understand the seasonal ownership rhythm.

WINTER | Settle in; choose two or three mountains over the week; preserve a town and recovery day.

SUMMER | Town and culture; a planned Maroon Bells outing; Snowmass; a selective down-valley excursion.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Aspen

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

Glenwood Springs

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

Winter approach: I-25, C-470 and I-70 west to Glenwood Springs, then CO 82 up the Roaring Fork

Valley. Summer alternative: US 24 to Twin Lakes and CO 82 over Independence Pass when open.

Independence Pass is seasonal and is not a winter route. The two approaches have materially different mileage

and character. Snowmass Village branches from the valley before Aspen; use the exact lodging address for the

final route.

ON ARRIVAL

Aspen and Snowmass Village are separate bases. Resort and regional transit can support a stay, but the service

pattern should fit the selected accommodation and mountains. Include the trip back after dinner or an event when

comparing locations.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Aspen town

A town-centered lifestyle with dining, arts and mountain access. Compare the actual walking radius and property

services.

Snowmass Village

A resort and mountain-oriented alternative. Consider base-area position, summer activity and lodging

configuration.

Down-valley communities

Basalt and Carbondale offer their own daily lives. They are a different ownership proposition with a longer

connection to ski bases.

The ownership perspective

This region offers substantial variety in luxury ownership, from serviced residences to more independent homes.

Rental potential belongs in the comparison alongside personal use, especially where a property combines

desirable access with strong guest services. Heather coordinates with vetted area specialists to assess the

precise location, ownership form, management options and property-level evidence. Whole ownership, fractional

interests and hotel-style arrangements should be compared as different products.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would give Aspen and Snowmass enough time to experience both the landscape
and the life around it. A full week lets you find your own pace.”
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Skiing, town life and a soak

Steamboat Springs

The mountain as an anchor

Steamboat Resort can organize several days of a winter retreat. Choose accommodation around the morning

routine you prefer, and give a first visit time to become familiar. Lessons, equipment arrangements and a shared

meeting point make a mixed-ability group more independent and comfortable.

Downtown has its own pull

Downtown Steamboat offers a different evening experience from the resort base. Shops, restaurants and the river

corridor contribute to the town's identity. Staying downtown favors that atmosphere; staying by the mountain

favors ski convenience. Neither choice eliminates the need to think about the connection between them.

A full winter holiday

Hot-springs experiences and other snow-season outings can complement skiing. Treat them as separate bookings

with their own access and operating arrangements. A winter week becomes more satisfying when it includes time

to slow down, rather than measuring success only in ski days.
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The Yampa Valley comes into focus

Soda Creek at its confluence with the Yampa River

A river-town afternoon

The Yampa River gives summer in Steamboat a distinct center. A walk along the river, lunch downtown and time

outside can be an entire afternoon. Water recreation depends on conditions and local restrictions; a river walk

remains a worthwhile plan when floating is unsuitable.

Ride, hike or linger

Trails and cycling add active options, while scenic outings let the wider group enjoy the valley at a gentler pace.

Choose a substantial adventure for one morning and an easier activity for another. The town supports a stay in

which not everyone needs to do the same thing.

Make space for local character

The summer calendar, western heritage and everyday town life create reasons to stay beyond a single attraction.

A longer retreat can include an event, a hot-springs visit and several outdoor mornings. Repeat a favorite local

routine instead of trying to make every day entirely new.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A same-day trip is a poor fit for most leisure visits from Colorado Springs. The drive is substantial enough to

deserve its own place in the itinerary. Choose Steamboat when you can stay and enjoy the valley rather than

making the journey the largest part of the day.

A weekend getaway

Three or four nights make a more comfortable short escape. Protect arrival and departure time, then plan

two full days around the season. One mountain or trail day and one town-centered day reveal more of

Steamboat than a single intensive outing.

A week-long retreat

A week lets the town and resort work together. Ski several days, add another winter experience and spend

time downtown; in summer, alternate trails, river-valley time and a local event. A longer stay also helps a

potential owner discover whether the resort base or a town setting better matches repeat use.

WINTER | Arrive and rest; ski; town and hot springs; another mountain day; return with margin.

SUMMER | River walk; trail or ride; town and an event; a relaxed day before the drive home.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Steamboat Springs

NORTHGATE

Castle Rock

Silverthorne

Kremmling

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25, C-470 and I-70 west to Silverthorne; CO 9 north to Kremmling, then US 40 over Rabbit Ears

Pass toward Steamboat Springs.

Rabbit Ears Pass is a significant winter consideration. The longer journey favors a multi-night stay and flexible

departure planning. The map ends downtown; the resort base is a separate local destination.

ON ARRIVAL

Downtown and the resort base serve different routines. Review transit, parking and the evening connection when

selecting lodging. A hot-springs excursion may require a separate drive and a different access plan from an

in-town activity.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Resort base

Favor ski access and mountain convenience. Evaluate the exact building and its summer setting.

Downtown and nearby neighborhoods

Favor town life, restaurants and river access. Consider the commute to the mountain.

Wider valley settings

Favor space, privacy and landscape. Evaluate travel, property care and the services needed when you are away.

The ownership perspective

Steamboat ownership can be a mountain purchase, a town purchase or a valley lifestyle purchase. Guest appeal

and rental performance will differ accordingly. Have the local specialist compare like-for-like properties and

management arrangements rather than applying a townwide income expectation to every residence. Heather's

role is to connect the buyer's Colorado lifestyle goals with the right vetted expertise in the area.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“For me, the most interesting question is whether you enjoy the town as much as
the mountain. That is what can turn a ski trip into a place you want to revisit in
summer.”
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Town character and mountain energy

Crested Butte & Gunnison

Choose the terrain for your group

Crested Butte Mountain Resort is known for demanding terrain, but a visit should be built around the abilities and

interests of the people going. Beginners and experienced skiers need different day plans. A resort-base stay can

simplify the ski routine while leaving town as a separate afternoon or evening outing.

The town is part of the visit

Elk Avenue and the surrounding historic streets give Crested Butte a distinctive setting for a meal or a stroll.

Staying in town changes the balance of the trip: you return to that atmosphere each evening and make a

deliberate connection to the resort.

Explore a quieter winter

Nordic skiing and other snow-based outings offer another way to experience the valley. They can be central to the

trip for non-downhill skiers. A day outdoors followed by time in town makes a satisfying winter retreat without

requiring everyone to share the same mountain ambitions.
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A destination in its own right

Crested Butte & Gunnison

Trails and wildflowers

The high-country landscape is a major summer draw, with hiking and mountain biking central to the region's

identity. Wildflower timing varies with elevation and the season. Choose a current route that suits the group, and

let the landscape rather than a mileage target shape the day.

A town worth returning to

A summer stay gives you time for a morning coffee, a walk through town and an unhurried evening. These small

routines are part of what makes a place feel personal. Combine them with a few substantial outings rather than

filling every day with a distant trailhead.

The wider Gunnison Valley

Gunnison and the valley offer additional fishing, riding and outdoor possibilities. A longer stay can include a

separate day in that landscape. Keep the distinction between Crested Butte, Mt. Crested Butte and Gunnison

clear: each is a real place with its own travel and lodging logic.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

This is a destination for staying over. A same-day round trip gives too much of the day to driving and too little

to the town or mountain. Choose a closer outing when only a day is available, then reserve Crested Butte for

a more complete retreat.

A weekend getaway

A long weekend of three or four nights works well when the journey has its own time allowance. Choose town

or resort as the base, enjoy two full days and leave the return day flexible. Summer and winter reveal

sufficiently different experiences to justify separate visits.

A week-long retreat

A week is especially rewarding for a trail-oriented summer retreat or a varied winter holiday. Repeat local

routines, add several active days and preserve a recovery day. Prospective owners can compare the town,

resort and valley settings without trying to turn a vacation into a rushed property tour.

WINTER | Resort day; town and Nordic outing; another ski day; a rested return.

SUMMER | Trail mornings; a valley excursion; an easy town day; space for a favorite route twice.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Crested Butte

NORTHGATE

Woodland Park

Buena Vista

Gunnison

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 west to the Buena Vista area; US 285 south to Poncha Springs, US 50 west over Monarch

Pass to Gunnison, then CO 135 north to Crested Butte.

The map shows the established highway approach. Cottonwood and Kebler Pass routes are seasonal

alternatives, not winter shortcuts. Confirm road status before considering a summer variation, and avoid letting

navigation select an unsuitable back road.

ON ARRIVAL

Crested Butte town and Mt. Crested Butte are separate locations connected by local transport options. Gunnison

is farther down the valley. Select the precise base around your daily activities, then compare the transport and

evening arrangements.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Crested Butte town

Historic-town atmosphere and an evening walking routine. Compare lot, parking and building characteristics.

Mt. Crested Butte

A resort and mountain-access setting. Check the actual lift or shuttle relationship and summer use.

Gunnison and valley properties

A different regional lifestyle with more travel to the resort. Evaluate the residence’s own appeal rather than

describing it only through Crested Butte.

The ownership perspective

The opportunity here combines a recognizable destination with two strong reasons to visit: winter mountain activity

and summer outdoor life. A second home should fit the season you will use most while making sense in the other.

Rental potential is best evaluated with a locally grounded comparison of location, accommodation quality and

guest demand. Heather connects that discussion with a specialist she has vetted in the region.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would leave room for a day without much on the calendar. Sometimes that is
when you discover whether a mountain town really feels like your kind of place.”
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A ski day with a town to return to

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

Monarch as the mountain outing

Monarch Mountain provides the downhill-skiing anchor for a Salida winter stay. The ski area and town are

separate destinations, so plan the day around the drive between them. A Salida base gives you restaurants and

an evening town routine; a ski-focused day trip can go directly to the mountain.

Let the town carry a quieter day

Salida's historic streets, galleries and river setting make a slower day feel intentional. A café, a walk and time

browsing can complement a more active mountain day. The town's appeal does not depend on everyone in the

group wanting to ski.

A different kind of winter luxury

Here, luxury may mean a comfortable private rental, an unrushed dinner and the freedom to choose tomorrow's

pace. A hot-springs outing elsewhere in the valley can add variety. Choose the specific experience you want

rather than expecting the service model of a large slope-side resort.
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The Arkansas River becomes the center

Salida & Monarch

River days

Rafting and other river activities are an important part of the Arkansas Valley's summer identity. Select an outfitter

and trip appropriate to the group, conditions and desired intensity. A riverfront walk and lunch in Salida offer a

gentler way to enjoy the same landscape.

Town, arts and outdoor dining

Salida rewards time on foot. The town's scale makes it easy to combine browsing, a meal and time by the river

without turning the afternoon into a logistics exercise. It is particularly appealing when a getaway is meant to

restore energy rather than demand another ambitious itinerary.

Add Buena Vista

Buena Vista offers another valley town experience, with mountain views, outdoor activities and access to

hot-springs outings in the surrounding area. It can be a separate destination or one day in a longer Salida stay. Do

not confuse a regional excursion with an activity immediately outside the lodging door.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A useful candidate for a purposeful western day trip. Choose a Salida town visit, a Monarch ski day or a

Buena Vista outing as the main event. An early departure creates room to enjoy the destination, while a

simple plan keeps the return from becoming the dominant memory.

A weekend getaway

Two or three nights work well: settle into town, spend a day skiing or on the river, then enjoy an easier

morning before returning. A weekend is also enough to decide whether Salida's town-centered style or

Buena Vista's setting feels more natural for your next visit.

A week-long retreat

A week supports a broader Arkansas Valley retreat with river activities, hiking, town time and hot springs. It

can be especially attractive for a group that wants a comfortable rental and varied day plans. Keep some

days local so that the vacation remains restful rather than becoming a road tour.

WINTER | Salida arrival; Monarch day; town morning; optional valley hot-springs outing.

SUMMER | Guided river day; town and galleries; Buena Vista; a quieter walk and meal.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Salida

NORTHGATE
Woodland Park

Buena Vista

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 west through Woodland Park and South Park toward Buena Vista; US 285 south toward

Poncha Springs, with the local connection into Salida. Monarch is west of town on US 50.

The map ends in Salida and includes a Buena Vista approach. A direct ski trip to Monarch has a different

endpoint. Compare the route with current conditions rather than assuming every western destination avoids winter

travel challenges.

ON ARRIVAL

Salida, Buena Vista and Monarch are separate places. Choose the town where you want to sleep and the outing

that will organize each day. A riverfront rental, a downtown stay and a rural property can create very different

experiences.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Downtown Salida

A walkable town routine near shops and restaurants. Assess the exact street and parking arrangements.

River and surrounding settings

An outdoor-oriented retreat. Evaluate real river access, privacy and property services.

Buena Vista and the wider valley

A different home base within the region. Compare local activities and the drive to Monarch rather than assuming

equal ski access.

The ownership perspective

Ownership here is often about a town-and-outdoors lifestyle that works in several seasons. A well-positioned

property may appeal to guests seeking river recreation, skiing or a longer valley retreat. The rental story should

reflect that specific audience and address. Heather's vetted regional partner can compare residential settings,

operating options and local requirements while helping distinguish a personal retreat from an income-led

purchase.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I love the idea of a getaway with more than one center of attention. Here, the river,
the town and the mountain can each have their own day.”
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A quieter mountain tradition

Leadville & Ski Cooper

Ski Cooper as a deliberate choice

Ski Cooper offers a different scale and atmosphere from the large destination resorts. It can suit a group looking

for a straightforward ski day and time together. Compare lessons, terrain and the current operating plan with your

household's needs rather than selecting a mountain solely by its size.

A snow-season town stay

Leadville's historic buildings and compact downtown add another layer to the visit. A winter walk, a meal and a

comfortable place to return can be enough after a day outdoors. The town's high elevation is part of the

experience, and it is worth leaving room for a gentler first day.

Nordic and snowshoe possibilities

The surrounding area offers additional snow-season outings, with groomed or managed options preferable for

visitors seeking a straightforward introduction. Use current local information to select a route. A frozen lake or

snow-covered summer trail should not be treated as an automatically suitable winter recreation area.
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History and the open landscape

Leadville & Ski Cooper

Give Leadville a town day

The historic streets and cultural sites provide a reason to spend time in Leadville itself. A meal and a walk can be

paired with a museum or heritage attraction according to the current schedule. It is an appealing contrast to a day

spent primarily on a trail.

Twin Lakes as a separate outing

Twin Lakes brings a broad lake-and-mountain setting to the region. A shoreline outing, scenic stop or planned

water activity can become the centerpiece of a summer day. The village and lakes are south of Leadville, so

choose the actual access point and keep time for the drive.

A high-country summer

Hiking and cycling can be as modest or ambitious as the group wishes. The important choice is scale: a pleasant

scenic walk and an all-day alpine objective are different vacations. Summer weather and lingering snow can vary

sharply with elevation, even when town is warm and welcoming.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

A focused day can work for travelers comfortable with the western drive. Choose Cooper, Leadville town or

Twin Lakes as the primary destination. Trying to combine a full ski day with a long heritage itinerary is less

rewarding than returning another time for the other experience.

A weekend getaway

Two or three nights give the town and surrounding landscape their own time. Ski one day and explore town

on another, or combine a summer lake outing with a heritage day. Select accommodation for comfort and the

kind of evening you want rather than expecting a resort-village service model.

A week-long retreat

A week suits an independent retreat with several outdoor days and a comfortable base. Add selected

Arkansas Valley excursions, leave room for changing weather and repeat a favorite local routine. This is

particularly useful for readers considering a cabin or town property with a more personal style of ownership.

WINTER | Town arrival; Ski Cooper; a managed Nordic or snowshoe outing; an easy departure.

SUMMER | Leadville heritage; Twin Lakes; a trail day; time to enjoy the same view twice.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Leadville

NORTHGATE
Woodland Park

Buena Vista

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 west through Woodland Park and South Park, continuing through the Buena Vista area

and north to Leadville. Ski Cooper lies beyond Leadville near Tennessee Pass.

The map ends in Leadville. Twin Lakes is a separate turn from the US 24 corridor, and Cooper requires additional

travel north. Summer access over Independence Pass toward Aspen is seasonal and belongs to a separate

itinerary.

ON ARRIVAL

Decide whether the stay is centered on Leadville, Twin Lakes or skiing at Cooper. Each offers a different daily

radius. Rural and cabin settings may require more preparation for groceries, property access and evening travel

than a downtown lodging choice.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Leadville town

Historic character and a town routine. Evaluate building condition, layout and winter maintenance.

Twin Lakes area

A scenic lake-and-mountain retreat. Clarify actual access, services and seasonal usability.

Surrounding high-country properties

Privacy and space with a more independent ownership model. Understand the access and care required when

you are away.

The ownership perspective

A Leadville-area second home is often chosen for character and a particular outdoor rhythm. Rental guests may

value that same authenticity, but the property needs to function comfortably in a demanding mountain setting.

Heather's local partner can help compare town homes and rural retreats, explain property-care arrangements and

evaluate rental use against the owner's intended calendar.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would come here for the setting and the character, then let the pace follow. A
quieter mountain escape can become a tradition just as easily as a resort
weekend.”
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The journey earns its reward

Telluride & Mountain Village

Choose town or Mountain Village

A Telluride town stay puts the historic streets and restaurants at the center of the evening. Mountain Village offers

a more resort-oriented setting and different mountain-access relationships. The gondola connects the two during

operating seasons, but an individual property's walk to it still matters.

Build several mountain days

A longer winter visit allows the ski experience to unfold without rushing. Select terrain and lessons around the

group, and preserve time for an easier day. The dramatic scenery is part of the reward whether someone skis

intensively or prefers a more measured mountain outing.

Enjoy the town between adventures

A café, a long lunch, galleries and a stroll can make a non-ski day feel complete. The best group itinerary creates

opportunities to reunite easily. Choose dining and transport with the return to your accommodation in mind,

especially when different members finish their days at different times.
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A mountain town with a festival season

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

The canyon is the experience

Summer brings the surrounding landscape into a different focus. Walking, hiking and scenic gondola travel can

reveal the setting at several levels of intensity. Select routes that fit the group and leave room for weather

changes. An easy town walk can still feel like a meaningful mountain outing.

A calendar worth planning around

Telluride's festivals and cultural events can become the purpose of a summer stay. Decide whether you want to

participate in a particular event or visit during a quieter period. Those are different experiences, with different

accommodation and reservation patterns.

Mountain Village in summer

Mountain Village offers its own summer setting, with resort activities and access to outdoor experiences. The

gondola can make a town-and-village day especially enjoyable when operating. Preserve time to sit outside,

explore slowly and enjoy the views rather than turning the entire stay into a list of excursions.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

Treat Telluride as a destination stay. A same-day round trip from Colorado Springs would overwhelm the

leisure purpose of the visit. If only a day is available, choose a closer mountain outing and keep Telluride for

a trip with enough time to settle in.

A weekend getaway

A short visit works best as an extended weekend with three or four nights and protected travel days. Choose

one base and avoid spending the limited time changing accommodation. A full mountain day and a full town

or summer-landscape day give the journey a more satisfying balance.

A week-long retreat

A week is the preferred format for many visitors from Colorado Springs. Ski several days or explore summer

trails, enjoy an event when desired and preserve quiet time in town. A comfortable residence becomes part

of the holiday, particularly when friends or family want to gather without doing every activity together.

WINTER | Travel day; several mountain days separated by town time; an unrushed departure.

SUMMER | Canyon and gondola; a trail day; a chosen festival or cultural outing; time without plans.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Telluride

NORTHGATE

Woodland Park

Gunnison

Montrose

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

US 24 and US 285 to Poncha Springs; US 50 west through Gunnison to Montrose; US 550 south

to Ridgway; CO 62 west to CO 145 and Telluride.

This is a long highway journey with mountain weather considerations. The mapped approach uses Ridgway and

CO 62; it does not use the high mountain road through Silverton. Treat arrival and departure as travel days,

especially in winter.

ON ARRIVAL

Telluride town and Mountain Village are separate lodging choices. The gondola is a major connection but closes

during scheduled seasonal maintenance periods. Review the actual property-to-gondola walk and transport

arrangements for the dates of the stay.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Telluride town

Historic streets and an evening walking routine. Compare location, noise, parking and access to mountain

connections.

Mountain Village

A resort-oriented setting with a range of residence types. Evaluate the exact lift and gondola relationship.

Surrounding properties

More independent settings and potentially more driving. Assess the property on its own access and services, not

solely the Telluride name.

The ownership perspective

Telluride's distinctive setting can support a compelling personal-retreat and luxury-rental proposition. The exact

location, guest experience, services and seasonal calendar determine how that proposition translates to a

property. Heather can coordinate a vetted local specialist and help connect the purchase to the buyer's broader

Colorado lifestyle, while the area team evaluates the residence and operating arrangements in detail.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would make the journey part of a longer retreat. When you give yourself time to
settle in, you can enjoy the place without feeling that you are already preparing to
leave.”

HEATHER COLLECTION / MOUNTAIN LIVING heathercollection.com  |  720.688.8688



14 / SOUTHWEST COLORADO

Durango
& Purgatory
A regional adventure with a lively town as its

anchor.

EXPLORE HEATHER COLLECTION

heathercollection.com

720.688.8688

HEATHER COLLECTION / 093

https://heathercollection.com


DURANGO & PURGATORY | WINTER 094

Town comfort and a mountain day

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

Purgatory as the ski anchor

Purgatory Resort gives the region its principal destination-skiing focus. Staying near the resort puts the mountain

routine first; staying in Durango puts town life first. Compare those choices explicitly, because the distance

between them affects every ski day and every evening out.

Durango after the activity

Downtown restaurants, shops and galleries make Durango a rewarding place to return. A mixed-interest group

can enjoy a town day while others head to the mountain. The historic setting adds character to a longer stay,

especially when the trip includes several evenings together.

Add another winter experience

Seasonal railway offerings and other local winter activities can broaden the visit. Review the actual excursion and

schedule rather than assuming every summer experience operates unchanged. A lighter day between ski days

gives the week a more generous pace.
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A week with many directions

A different season.
A different way to enjoy the same place.

The railway as a centerpiece

The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad can anchor a memorable day in the San Juan landscape.

Choose the specific excursion and allow it the time it deserves. It is a substantial experience rather than

something to squeeze between several unrelated activities.

River and trail days

The Animas River and the surrounding trail landscape create a wide range of summer options. A river walk,

guided rafting outing and mountain-bike day are different levels of commitment. Build the week so that each

person can choose an appropriate pace while still sharing meals and evenings.

Purgatory in another season

Purgatory offers summer mountain activities alongside its winter identity. A resort day can complement downtown

time and a railway excursion. If the plan includes wider regional sights, avoid adding so many long drives that the

comfortable home base becomes little more than a place to sleep.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

Durango is a destination retreat from Colorado Springs, not a practical leisure day trip. Give the drive its own

time and choose a stay long enough to enjoy the town and mountain. A short visit should have one clear

purpose, such as skiing or a railway experience.

A weekend getaway

An extended weekend can work, but travel consumes a substantial share of it. Three or four nights provide a

more rewarding minimum for many households. Choose Durango or the Purgatory area as the base and

keep the core itinerary close to that choice.

A week-long retreat

A week is a strong fit. Combine several mountain or outdoor days with the railway, town time and a quieter

afternoon. A kitchen, laundry and comfortable common space become valuable for families or guests. The

broader region offers enough variety to return without repeating the same holiday.

WINTER | Travel and settle in; Purgatory; town day; another ski day; a flexible return.

SUMMER | Railway excursion; river day; resort or trail outing; downtown time and an unplanned day.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Durango

NORTHGATE

Walsenburg

Alamosa

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 south to Walsenburg, then US 160 west through the San Luis Valley and over Wolf Creek

Pass to Pagosa Springs and Durango. Purgatory is north of Durango on US 550.

The mapped route ends in Durango. Resort lodging at Purgatory adds travel north. This southern approach avoids

routing the trip over the Silverton-to-Ouray mountain section of US 550, which is a separate scenic journey with its

own demands.

ON ARRIVAL

Downtown Durango and Purgatory are separate bases with different daily travel. Identify the railway departure,

river activity meeting point or ski base before booking. A property marketed through the wider Durango area may

not support a downtown walking routine.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Downtown Durango

Town life, restaurants and the railway relationship. Evaluate the specific walking radius and parking.

Purgatory and nearby settings

Mountain access and a resort-oriented stay. Compare services and summer operations.

Animas Valley and surrounding homes

Landscape and space with a different daily drive. Review access, property care and the exact relationship to town

and resort.

The ownership perspective

The ownership choice here is strongly influenced by intended use. A town residence, a resort property and a

valley home can appeal to different rental audiences and owner routines. The best comparison starts with the

season and experience you want to repeat. Heather's vetted specialist can then assess the exact property, local

operating options and evidence for its rental potential.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would plan Durango around the whole household. A mountain day, a train
journey and time in town give people different experiences to bring back to the
same dinner table.”
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PAGOSA SPRINGS & WOLF CREEK | WINTER 100

The mountain and the warm-water town

Pagosa Springs & Wolf Creek

Wolf Creek as the ski day

Wolf Creek Ski Area is a separate mountain destination reached from Pagosa Springs over the highway approach.

A town stay creates a deliberate drive to skiing and a return to restaurants and hot springs. Consider the group's

winter-driving comfort and the day's conditions when planning that routine.

Give the hot springs their own time

Pagosa's hot-springs experiences are an important part of its identity. Different facilities offer different settings and

arrangements, so select the one that suits the visit. A soak can be a planned part of a non-ski day rather than an

activity squeezed into an already crowded schedule.

A quieter winter retreat

A river walk, a comfortable rental and an unhurried meal can make a winter visit rewarding for non-skiers. The

town and ski area do not need to provide identical days for everyone. Choose accommodation that supports time

together after separate activities.

HEATHER COLLECTION / MOUNTAIN LIVING heathercollection.com  |  720.688.8688



PAGOSA SPRINGS & WOLF CREEK | SUMMER 101

A landscape to enjoy more slowly

Pagosa Springs & Wolf Creek

Water in several forms

The San Juan River, regional lakes and hot-springs facilities give summer a varied water-centered character.

Fishing, a riverfront walk and a soak are different experiences that can share a week. Select guided or managed

activities appropriate to current conditions and the group's interests.

Explore the surrounding country

Hiking and scenic outings reveal the broader southwest Colorado setting. Choose a few routes that suit the group

rather than treating every day as an expedition. Time in town and on a terrace can provide a welcome

counterpoint to a more active morning.

A regional cultural outing

Chimney Rock National Monument can add a cultural and landscape dimension when its visitor offerings are

operating. Make it a deliberate excursion with current access information. A longer Pagosa stay can combine

outdoor recreation, history and rest without needing to relocate every few nights.
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A day, a weekend,
or a week.

The day-trip perspective

The distance makes Pagosa a destination stay from Colorado Springs. A same-day round trip would leave

too little time for the experience. Choose it when there is room for several nights, or incorporate it thoughtfully

into a longer southwest Colorado trip.

A weekend getaway

Three or four nights create a more comfortable short retreat. In winter, allow a full ski day and a slower

hot-springs or town day. In summer, pair one active outing with time by the river. Protect the travel days

rather than adding demanding activities at both ends.

A week-long retreat

A week suits the restorative side of Pagosa: several outdoor mornings, repeated hot-springs visits if desired,

and time in a comfortable home base. A prospective owner can use the stay to compare town proximity with

more independent residential settings and understand the practical rhythm of returning in winter.

WINTER | Arrive and settle in; Wolf Creek; town and hot springs; another mountain day if desired.

SUMMER | River and trails; a cultural excursion; a quiet day; another favorite outdoor outing.
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The journey
and the arrival.

Pagosa Springs

NORTHGATE

Walsenburg

Alamosa

N ↑

Route geometry • schematic context

I-25 south to Walsenburg; US 160 west through the San Luis Valley, South Fork and Wolf Creek

Pass into Pagosa Springs.

Wolf Creek Pass is central to this approach and to skiing from Pagosa. Winter weather can affect the highway and

the ski-day drive. The map ends in town; the ski area lies on the pass approach rather than in a pedestrian resort

village.

ON ARRIVAL

Choose lodging around town, the river or a wider residential setting according to the intended routine. Confirm the

distance to the selected hot-springs facility and the ski drive. A regional address can offer privacy while requiring

more daily vehicle travel.
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Stay well.
Imagine returning.

Town and river proximity

A more convenient relationship to restaurants and local outings. Evaluate the actual walk and street setting.

Resort-style and managed residences

Compare amenities, service arrangements and the guest experience in both seasons.

Surrounding residential settings

More space and a different retreat atmosphere. Evaluate winter access, maintenance and the daily trip into town.

The ownership perspective

Pagosa can appeal to owners who want a repeatable personal retreat with a recognizable guest draw. Skiing, hot

springs and summer outdoor life create several reasons for visitors to come, but property-level performance

depends on location, accommodation quality and management. Heather's vetted local partner can help compare

that opportunity with the household's intended use and the practical responsibilities of the specific home.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would build a little recovery time into this trip. An active day followed by a soak
and a quiet evening is its own good reason to get away.”
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Choose the winter
you want.

Town life with the ski day

Breckenridge, Vail, Aspen and Telluride combine a recognizable town or village experience with major skiing.

Compare the exact base and evening walk; the destination name alone does not guarantee easy access.

A resort-centered retreat

Keystone, Copper and Beaver Creek offer several ways to organize a stay around lifts, lessons and resort

services. For mixed groups, ask how non-skiers will spend their day and move independently.

A broader winter landscape

Winter Park / Fraser, Steamboat and Grand County support winter outings beyond downhill skiing. Salida,

Leadville and Pagosa Springs introduce different combinations of town character, skiing and restorative time.

Worth the longer journey

Crested Butte, Telluride and Durango / Purgatory deserve enough nights to make the journey feel

worthwhile. A week allows weather flexibility, quieter days and a fuller sense of the place.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I want a winter getaway to work for everyone who comes along. The best choice
gives each person something to look forward to, on the mountain and afterward.”
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Give summer
its own reservation.

Water and a slower afternoon

Dillon Reservoir, Grand Lake, Avon’s Nottingham Park and the river towns offer different ways to put water in

the day. Swimming, boating and shoreline access vary by place; choose the activity as carefully as the view.

Trails and a mountain-town evening

Breckenridge, Aspen / Snowmass, Crested Butte and Telluride reward a stay that balances outdoor

mornings with relaxed evenings. A scenic lift or an accessible town walk can be as valuable as a demanding

route.

Golf, villages and a comfortable base

Keystone, Vail and Avon / Beaver Creek fit a summer escape organized around golf, village life and a

well-appointed place to return. Check access and reservations for the specific course or facility.

A longer southern circuit

Salida, Leadville, Durango and Pagosa Springs can anchor separate trips or carefully paced multi-stop

journeys. Rail excursions, rivers, hot springs and historic streets add experiences beyond the ski-resort

identity.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I think summer deserves its own place on the calendar. A town you know through
skiing can become a completely different favorite when you return in the green
season.”
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A few more places
belong on your radar.

Arapahoe Basin

Covered alongside Keystone, A-Basin offers a distinctive high-mountain ski day and seasonal summer

experiences. It is a ski area with its own access and operating arrangements, rather than a full lodging town.

Loveland Ski Area

A focused ski outing near the Eisenhower–Johnson tunnels. Plan it as a mountain day, with separate checks

for parking, lessons, tickets and conditions. It does not offer the same town-centered overnight experience as

Breckenridge or Vail.

Eldora and Nederland

An alternative pairing for a ski day and a smaller mountain-town visit. The approach through the Front Range

foothills is a separate route choice from the I-70 and US 24 corridors shown in this guide.

The supporting excursions

Buena Vista, Twin Lakes, Glenwood Springs and the Summit towns can enrich a longer trip. Treat each as a

place worth time of its own. Do not add several detours to a short stay simply because they appear nearby

on a statewide map.
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From favorite getaway
to a place of your own.

Start with the life you want to repeat

A second home can hold family traditions, easy weekends and a different pace of life. Begin with how often you

will come, who will join you and what makes the stay feel effortless. A perfect ski address may not be the same as

your ideal summer home.

Include the income opportunity

In established resort markets, vacation rentals can be a meaningful part of ownership. Luxury residences with a

strong location, appealing interiors and dependable services can serve guests while the owner is away. The

opportunity deserves active evaluation alongside personal use.

Let Heather connect the pieces

Heather helps clarify your priorities, then coordinates with vetted local specialists. They bring the market, building

and neighborhood knowledge needed to connect an attractive destination to the right individual property.

HEATHER COLLECTION / MOUNTAIN LIVING heathercollection.com  |  720.688.8688



AVON & BEAVER CREEK | OWNERSHIP 109

A luxury retreat.
A rental opportunity.

Why this area belongs in the conversation

Avon and the Beaver Creek resort communities combine an established visitor market with a range of luxury

properties and professional lodging-management services. Winter guests come for the mountain; summer

creates another audience for golf, trails, events and a comfortable valley retreat. A well-positioned residence

can participate in both seasons.

Different addresses create different propositions

A residence in Avon, a Beaver Creek Village condominium and a property in Bachelor Gulch or Arrowhead

offer different guest experiences. Ski access, walkability, transport, views, furnishings, amenities and service

levels all influence how the property competes. A broad valley average is not an adequate analysis of a

specific home.

The owner’s calendar is part of the business model

A property used personally during the most sought-after holiday periods has a different revenue opportunity

from one offered to guests on those dates. That can still be an excellent lifestyle choice. Evaluate the

calendar you actually want to keep, then assess the remaining rental opportunity.

Local expertise turns appeal into evidence

Heather’s vetted area specialist can coordinate with an appropriate rental manager to evaluate comparable

residences, actual seasonal bookings, management terms and permitted use. The result should connect the

property’s guest appeal to a realistic owner-use and operating plan.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I see the attraction of a home you can enjoy personally and offer to rental guests.
The next step is finding the property and ownership plan that make those two goals
work together.”
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Choose the balance
that fits you.

Personal use comes first

Keep the dates you most value and offer the remaining periods to guests if appropriate. Rental proceeds

may help offset carrying costs. The property should remain compelling even when your own use reduces

availability during high-demand weeks.

A balanced retreat and rental calendar

Plan owner stays around a considered guest calendar. Compare the value of a favorite holiday week with the

income that week might produce. Professional management can simplify operations, while the owner retains

a deliberate role in scheduling and property standards.

A rental-focused purchase

Give greater weight to guest demand, competitive positioning and operating performance. Location, floor

plan, sleeping arrangements, service quality and distribution become central. Personal enjoyment can

remain part of the plan, but the acquisition should be assessed with property-level evidence.

The best choice is explicit

These approaches can all be valid. Trouble begins when an owner expects unlimited peak-season personal

use and an income projection that assumes those same dates are available to paying guests. Align the

purchase, calendar and expectations from the outset.
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Look beyond
the headline revenue.

Build the revenue view by season

Ask for comparable booked nights and achieved nightly rates, with winter, summer and shoulder periods

shown separately. Distinguish available nights from owner-blocked nights and booked occupancy from

theoretical capacity. Exclude collected guest taxes from rental revenue.

Understand the path to owner proceeds

From gross lodging revenue, account for management and distribution charges, owner-paid cleaning or

supplies, utilities, repairs and replacement reserves. Include association dues, property taxes, insurance and

other ownership costs. Then show financing separately so the result matches the buyer’s circumstances.

Test the calendar and the service model

Compare several owner-use calendars, including the dates you are most likely to reserve for yourself.

Review the management agreement, booking channels, owner-stay charges, maintenance process and

service standards. Ask who is responsible for pricing, guest communications and property care.

Confirm that the address supports the plan

Local licensing, association restrictions, occupancy rules and other requirements can differ by jurisdiction

and building. Have the local team verify the exact property before relying on a rental assumption. An

advertised revenue figure is a starting point for inquiry, not a promised result.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“I would want to understand the income opportunity using the dates I actually plan
to be there. That makes the conversation about ownership much more useful.”
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A familiar advisor.
The right local expertise.

01 Define the lifestyle

Begin with your northern Colorado Springs home base, favorite destinations, travel habits and the people

who will share the retreat. Clarify winter and summer priorities before narrowing the search.

02 Meet a vetted area specialist

Heather coordinates an introduction to a professional she has vetted and partners with in the destination

market. That specialist can explain property differences, local transaction practices and the details that do

not appear in a travel guide.

03 Compare properties in real use

Walk the route to the lift, test the evening transport, visit the neighborhood in another season and understand

the building’s services. For rental use, bring a qualified local manager into the analysis early.

04 Move forward with a complete picture

Review the residence, ownership obligations, permitted uses, operating assumptions and the way the

property fits your life. Heather remains a coordinating connection; the appropriate local professionals handle

their respective market and transaction roles.

HEATHER'S PERSPECTIVE

“My role is to understand what you want from your Colorado life and connect you
with people I trust to help you explore the right mountain market.”
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The retreat is even better
when coming home feels right.

A community that fits the everyday

The northern corridor offers several versions of luxury living. Some buyers prioritize neighborhood

connections and convenient routines. Others want trees, privacy or more space. Heather’s role begins with

understanding which setting supports your life throughout the year.

A mountain destination that adds something

Your getaway does not have to duplicate your home. A walkable village can complement a wooded

residence. A quiet retreat can complement an active neighborhood. Choose the difference you enjoy, then

choose how often you want to experience it.

One connected Colorado life

A northern Colorado Springs home and a favorite mountain town can work together beautifully. Start with the

right daily foundation, explore both seasons and let the next step emerge from experience.
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HEATHER COLLECTION

A home you love.
A state to explore.
Heather gets it.
Whether you are choosing your Colorado Springs

home base or imagining a mountain retreat, begin

with the life you want to build.

Explore the northern corridor, find your
favorite mountain setting, and connect
with Heather’s vetted local specialists.

HEATHER LAY, REALTOR®

Your Colorado home & mountain connection

heathercollection.com

720.688.8688

START WITH A PRIVATE CONVERSATION
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